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Important points to take into account while observing elections in Armenia 

 

March, 2017 

 

The purpose of this brief presentation is to present the possible violations that could take place at 

the polling stations on April 2nd, 2017 during the Parliamentary Elections and some 

recommendations the observers should take into account while observing the elections.  

 

Possible Problems on Election Day: 

 

- Related to Technical Devices 

o The person can try to vote with a copy of the passport which is illegal 

o The same person might try to vote with two or more valid voting documents 

(passport, ID card, etc).  

o The identity of the voter and the voting document (passport, ID) might be 

different i.e. voting for another person 

o Devices can stop functioning 

o Technical worker might be biased 

 

 

- Violation of the Privacy of Voting 

o Unused ballot papers could be removed out of the voting booth in order to be 

shown to the bribers as evidence. 

o Voted ballots could be photographed by mobile phones for the same reasons 

o Putting another paper or more than one ballot in envelope for the same reasons  

 

- Ballots and Stamps 

o The commission member delivering the ballots can give out less than 9 ballots to 

the voter i.e. some party ballots can be missing 

o The member of commission who puts a stamp on the ballot might put it in the 

envelope, rendering the ballot as invalid 

 

 

What to Specifically Pay Attention for at the Polling Station on Election Day: 

 

To prevent multiple voting, please, keep your attention on the technical devices. It should be 

a place where you can clearly see the screen, and the voter documents (regular passport, 

biometric passport, ID card, or the 9th form) and the photo on the document and/or printed 

coupon. Next important position in the polling station is the ballot box. Taking out ballots from 

the boot/polling station as well as taking photos of the ballots is illegal since it is violating 

secrecy to vote!  

 

On general note, try not to get into conflict and avoid arguing with commission members or 

proxies over minor issues. Remember, you should stay in the polling station till the very end of 

the vote (by early morning!), and it is an really effort consuming process – save your energy!  
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Technical Devices: 

 

      Pay Attention to: 

 

a. That the voter and the photo at the voter’s passport/ID card do match i.e. that the 

document belongs to the person who is getting registered. 

 

b. Voters cannot vote with photocopies (Xerox) of their passports/IDs – it is illegal, even in 

the device recognizes photocopy technically.  

 

c. In case of attempt of multiple vote, on the screen of the technical device a RED light should 

appear. In that case head of the commission should immediately call the police officer will 

take the measures provided by the law. Multiple voting is a criminal act! 

 

d. In the case of failure of the technical devices, the voter registration process must continue 

manually (the coupons should be filled in manually too). However, if there is more than 

one device in the polling station (in places where there are more than 750 voters a second 

device should be installed) and only one device is damaged, the registration should 

continue with use of remaining devices.   

 

e. The registration of voters without the use of technical equipment is carried out only in the 

following cases: 

 

1) military and members of their families who are voting in military units, 

2) penitentiary vote, 

3) mobile ballot box voting (i.e. hospitals), 

4) additional list of voters filled in on election day.  

5) in case of failure or lack of voting equipment. 

 

 

The Ballot Box: 

 

a. According to N43- Ն Decision of the Central Electoral Commission (CEC) taken on 

February 22, 2017 the head of the Commission should cast 3-5 UNUFED ballots of 

each party and/or party alliance at the bin anticipated for the unused ballots at the boot 

prior to the start of the voting at 08:00 in the morning.  

 

b. The abovementioned decision also stipulates that the removal of unused ballots from 

the booth is prohibited! Withdrawal of the ballots or taking photos of the ballots is 

illegal since it violates the secrecy of the vote. In case you witness such case contact 

the head of the commission in order to take necessary measures. 

 

c. Be sure that the member of the commission who is in charge of ballot distribution 

provides all the voters with 9 ballots and 1 envelope. Ballots must be given to voters 

one by one, at the moment the approach the member of the commission. Remember 

that according to the law the voter cannot refuse taking all the ballots (in other words, 
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voters are obliged to take all 9). 

 

The vote count: 

 

a. You are required to stay till the end of vote and participate in the counting of votes. 

 

b. You can videotape, take photos and audio-record the whole process. 

 

 

c. Be very careful, ensure that the ballots are not mixed up during the process of counting, 

and votes of one party do not ‘appear in the package of another one. 

 

d. A special bag with ballots and other documents should be closed and signed by the end of 

the counting process. 

 

 

e. Take a copy of the final protocol (you can also take pictures), as well as statement of final 

number of participants printed through the technical device. 

 

f. In case the electricity is down you should immediately run towards the ballot box to 

secure it from possible stuffing and/or hijacking.  

 

 

On general note 

 

Please have warm clothes, bottle of water, toilet paper, napkins, a chocolate bar and other 

necessary items with you. It is going to be a very long day, and majority of polling stations – 

especially in the regions – have rather poor sanitation facilities. It is also advised to have 

flashlight and mobile phone charger with you.    

 


